
 

The Program Director 

Man and Women of the Clergy….here present 

Honourable Guests….the  

• Honourable Minister Lindiwe Sisulu 

• Honourable Ambassador to Israel Mr Sisa Ngombane 

• Honourable Head of Mission in State of Palestine, Mr AY Suliman 

Dignitaries, ladies and gentlemen. 

 

It is indeed a prestigious pleasure for the Council of African Independent Churches [CAIC] to be 

afforded an opportunity during this auspicious event to sharply raise our voice on this obvious 

apartheid tactics by Israeli Government towards Palestine and its occupants. Palestine land is 

diminishing in the speed of lightning because of mushrooming Settlements propagated by Israeli 

Government. 

 

This we are saying because of the following; 

• I was born during apartheid, in South Africa, some 60 years ago, 

• Grew up under demonic laws of apartheid, within South Africa, 

• Experienced the feeling and jubilation of freedom some 23 years ago. 

 

The scars and mutilations of South African apartheid are still fresh and visible everywhere in South 

Africa. 

 

Having been afforded an opportunity sometime June/July last year, 2017, by our sister organization, 

the SACC, to travel to Israel/Palestine, the following I heard and witnessed; 

• Settlements are going up on hilltops in the occupied Palestine land; 

• Settlements are made on top of the homes of Palestinians; 

• Segregated streets and neighbourhoods are rife, e.g. some streets in Helbron are exclusive to 
Settlers; 

• The destruction of homes and villages and families; and continued land theft; the South African 
Forest in Lubya and ruins in Lifta Village just outside Jerusalem are a clear land theft by Israeli 
government and thereby squeezing people into “shrunken”, stolen land; 

• The Ugly tall wall in Jerusalem is a symbol of constant human degradation. 

• The imposition of military presence and the ungodly check points, are a real nuisance; Stories of 
women dying during childbirth at the checkpoints; 

• The quest to denude Palestinians of their identity appears a clear set goal by Israeli government; 

• Same tax, but no services in the name of security; 

• Disillusionment written all over the faces of Palestinians; and the fracturing of souls; yet not giving 
up on hope; 

 

I saw apartheid manifesting itself in the Holy Land…..this apartheid I saw in the Holy Land 

appeared to be two or three fold compared to the one which prevailed in South Africa. 

 



We, the Council of African Independent Churches, denounce with contempt the 

pronouncement by Donald Trump that Jerusalem should become the Israeli capital. 

 

We, the Council of African Independent Churches, salute with utmost appreciation the 

pronouncement by the African National Congress – ANC, the decision to downgrade the 

embassy in Israel. 

 

The following are adopted actions by CAIC; 

1. That we lobby our South African Government to assist us in the campaign against Israeli 

propaganda machine deceiving some of our African Churches and leadership. 

2. That the South African flag in the South African Forest in Lubya  

a. Remove the South African flag wavering in the forest. 

b. Remove all symbols bearing South African names and identity in Lubya. 

c. Denounce the forest named after South Africa. 

3. The call for no shallow Christian diplomacy – churches, mosques, schools and universities, 
women manyanos to speak-out loudly; 

4. That all forms and desires for a peaceful solution be pursued, however if that does not yield 
desired outcomes as clearly been muddied by Donald Trump, we call for the intensification of the 
Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions [BDS] purely against Israeli government; 

5. That South African Christian pilgrimages devoid of any interaction with the locals to hear sordid 
stories by both Israeli and Palestinians. 

 
In conclusion, Jesus Christ teaches us to be neighbourly. In His parable of the Good Samaritan in 
gospel of St. Luke 10: 25 – 37, my Lord emphasizes the spirit of neighbourliness.  
 
Perhaps there is a similar question down in the bellies of the American President, Donald Trump, the 
Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and the Israeli President Shimon Peres “What shall I do 
to inherit the eternal life”? Similar to Jesus’ answer, “it is written in the law? How do you read 
it?”…….. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
strength, with all your mind [Deuteronomy 6:5] and your neighbour as yourself [Leviticus 19:18]. 
 
For crying out loud, to the Christian American Country and to Mr. Donald Trump in particular, Jesus 
teaches love and to Israel, the Jewish Country whose basing its religious belief on the Books of 
Torah, my King Jesus Christ is reiterating God’s instruction and quoted from them God’s Love in the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. The buzz word….LOVE…. 
 
Israel, Palestine is your neighbour….Palestine, Israel is your neighbour. Love one another, it is the 
law and a right thing to do.   
 

Let us all end Apartheid in the Holy Land…we call for an immediate end to Apartheid in the 

Holy Land….leave neighbourly… we ask. I thank you 

 

Bishop Thami Ngcana 

Deputy General Secretary 


